The Floriva Magon

Page 1

The Official Netosletter of The Most TWorshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of FFlorida

Yolume 5, Igsue 2

Grand Lodge of Florida
220 North Ocean Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
P.0. Box 1020 32201
Tel: 800.375.2339
www.glflamason.org

Grand Lodge Officers
2012 - 2013

GRAND MASTER
M.. W..Jorge L. Aladro
(Palm Bay)

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
R.. W... Danny R. Griffith
(Orange Park)

SENIOR GRAND WARDEN
R.. W.. James W. Ford
(Valrico)

JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN
R.. W... Steven P. Boring
(DeLand )

GRAND TREASURER
M.. W... Elmer G. Coffman, P.G.M.
(Orange Park)

GRAND SECRETARY
M.. W.. Richard E. Lynn, P.G.M.
(Jacksonville)

All submissions for future
issues of The Florida Mason
should be sent to,
Larry Scott, Grand Lodge,
904-354-2339
larry.scott@glflamason.org

E-News submissions should be sent
to Larry Duff - 352-874-2164
ldduffl@centurylink.net

Next Issue Deadline:
The Florida Mason
Vol. 6, Issue 1
& Masonic Lifestples
Summer 13

Submission Date
March 31, 2013
Print Date
May 10, 2013

E-News Submission Date
February 18, 2013
Distribution Date

March 4, 2013

My Brothers,

come to you once again to thank
Iyou for the unique opportunity

you have given me to serve this
Great Craft of ours. We have dedi-
cated this year to provide the Lodges
and Brethren any assistance and sup-
port they needed only for the asking.
It is our hope you continue to seek as-
sistance in order that we can continue
to improve ourselves in Masonry.

M. W.. Jorge L. Aladro,
Grand Master

As of the writing of this article we
are but one visit away from complet-
ing this year’s Grand Master’s Official Visits to the Districts, I cannot tell
you how much I have enjoyed visiting with the Brethren across this
State, the only drawback to it, is that they seem like doctor’s visits too
fast and don’t get to spend enough time with all my Brothers.

However, I will tell you that Lady Bonnie and I will treasure every sin-
gle visit for the rest of our lives and truly appreciate all the courtesies
and hospitality everyone has shown us in our travels, the new friends we
have made, and our old friends which have always been there, we truly
love all of you. Thank you for sharing your lives with us and making us
feel so welcome.

Soon we will be facing two issues in our Lodges one of Election of
Officers and the other of Non-Payment of Dues. I implore my Brothers
that in both of these issues that we follow the spirit of the law and that
we let the regulations, duties, and obligations enjoined on us to help us
make the right call in all our actions.

I would like to remind our Brethren that electioneering is a violation of
the Digest of the Masonic Law of Florida and that we as Masons should
not allow any portion of it to take part in our Lodges. Remember to vote
for the Brother that is qualified and not for your friend that has not done
a good job or a friend’s choice of his friend. Vote for the good of the
Order, Vote for Masonry, the future well being of your Lodge is in your
hands.

irst of all, I want to thank
Feveryone for all the support

and encouragement you have
given me this year. It’s always great
to visit the Districts and receive a
warm greeting from everyone.

As your Deputy Grand Master, one
of my duties is to serve as Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of the
Masonic Home. During the year I
have been asked on several occasions
“What does the Board of Trustees
do?” and I am going to try to answer
this question in this article. The
Board is made up of nine Brothers
who serve on the following Committees: Long Range Planning,
Admissions, Budget, and Activities. These Committees work very
closely with the Administrator of the Masonic Home and her staff to
ensure that the needs of our Home are met on a timely basis.

R W.. Danny R. Griffith,
Deputy Grand Warden

The Long Range Planning Committee is made up of Brothers
who are knowledgeable in building trade areas such as facilities
management and construction. This Committee is chaired by R.. W ..
Stan Hudson and they work very closely with the Masonic Home
Director of Maintenance. They begin work at 7 a.m. on the Saturday of
Board Weekend and continue meeting throughout the day and again on
Sunday morning. The projects they are currently working on include
planning for the replacement of the roof on the nursing center and
repaving the parking lots surrounding the Home. These are very costly
projects and require close attention to detail and administration. The

A Message From The Grand Master

A Message From The Deputy Grand Master

Did you know that we raise more Masons than we lose to death, how-
ever our main problem is retaining the members we have because they
move again, they are getting older and don’t attend or maybe they feel
they cannot afford it. My Brothers, Non-Payment of Dues is everyone’s
business, it is NOT just the responsibility of the Secretary or even just
the Worshipful Master, although they are in charge. We took an oath to
watch out for our Brothers and this is the time to show what we are
made of.

Let us come forth and volunteer to reach to out these Brothers that to no
fault of their own may not know or understand all of the opportunities
they may have, to avoid being suspended for NPD’s. My Brothers we
owe this much to those that are our Brothers, be especially careful with
those Brothers late in years that may be coming up on exemption from
dues for their upcoming 50th anniversary of service to the Craft, let us
not be too hasty, let’s do our due diligence to truly assist these Brothers.
Let the departure if there is to be one, be of their making and not
because of our lack of caring. There is always a way to keep those that
really want to remain Brothers in the Brotherhood of Man under the
Fatherhood of God.

Hard to believe but “2012” is coming to a close pretty fast, my family,
together with Bonnie and I want to wish all of you and your families a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, as we pray that our nation and
the world becomes a gentler and kinder world to live in.

Your humble servant and Brother,

Jorge L. Aladro
Grand Master

“Be A Leader;
Make It Happen.”

Committee remains in constant contact with Masonic Home Director
of Maintenance throughout the month.

The Admissions Committee is responsible for screening all
applications for admission to our Masonic Home to ensure that they
meet all the requirements. This is a very time consuming process and
the Committee must work tireless hours during the month in order to
accomplish this task. This Committee is chaired by R.. W ... Steven
Teal. The Committee is made up of Brothers who are Pharmacists,
Medical Doctors, Lawyers, and businessmen. The Committee works
very closely with the Masonic Home Administrator, the Director of
Nursing, and other members of the Masonic Home Staff.

The Budget Committee is responsible for ensuring that adequate fund-
ing is being provided to support our Home and that these funds are being
spent wisely. This Committee is chaired by R..W .. John Karroum.
R..W.. John is a Medical Doctor and has an extensive background in
medical administration. The other member of this Committee is a
financial advisor and planner. This Committee works closely with our
Administrator.

R..W.. Raymond Ali is the Secretary to the Board in addition to
serving on the Admissions Committee.

All of the members of the Board work closely with each other to
provide the very best service to our beautiful Masonic Home and the
Residents. Our goal is to ensure that we remain a “Five Star” Facility
and provide the very best of care to our Residents.

R..W.. Danny R. Griffith,
Deputy Grand Master

If you would like to receive the “Discourse” please send an email to: jlageorge@bellsouth.net.
The Discourse’s purpose: “My Brothers, the newsletter is intended to be thought provoking,
to get you to think creatively, to get you thinking; what if?,
to dare you to improve yourself and your Lodge.”




R W.. James W. Ford,
Senior Grand Warden

R..W.. Steven P. Boring,
Junior Grand Warden

M .. W.. Richard E. Lynn, PG.M.,
Grand Secretary

M. W.. Elmer G. Coffman,
PG.M. Grand Treasurer

A Message From The Senior Grand Warden

Brethren,

ur Fraternity is a very unique organization. It is the world’s
O oldest and largest organization of its kind. It is a place where men,

young and old, having various interests and backgrounds can
come together in an effort to better themselves and better the communi-
ties in which they live. At the same time, they can enjoy the time together
as men and Masons in the bonds of “Friendship and Brotherly Love.”
This is what Masonry is all about!

As the world around us changes, we should remember that our
obligations to each other, to those around us, to our Lodges, to our
Fraternity, and the obligations we have to our communities should never
change.

Our Forefathers have provided us with a rich heritage - a heritage for
which we should be proud — a heritage which has provided us with this
great Country in which we live and in which many Masons were involved.
Many of our Lodges have this same rich heritage and we should strive to
continue this legacy into the future. The future is ours — ours to decide
what we will do and how we will do it. It is ours to determine where we
will go and how we will get there. The future is in our hands. What legacy
will we leave to those who come after us?

A Message From The Junior Grand Warden

My Brothers,

e have had a great start to our Grand Lodge Year. The Deputy
\ ’s / Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden and I, along with our
ladies, had a most interesting and educating trip to New York.
We spent time at the MMRL, and the Masonic Home of New York. The
laboratory tour was most informative and introduced us to what seemed
to be “Star Wars” technology. Our money is helping accomplish many
things that were only dreams a short time ago. The Home was also very
interesting. They have many different issues to contend with, including

their sheer size, over 500 Residents, and especially their weather.
In early August, we went to the Southeastern Masonic Conference.
During our short stay, we met and talked with our counterparts in several
other states. It was most informative to see that they have the same

A Message From The Grand Secretary

Staff and myself, a healthy and prosperous Holiday Season. No
matter your chosen faith we all have much to be thankful for.
Family, freedom, and friends are what I am most thankful for.

I can tell you that the friends I have made through the Masonic
Organizations are much appreciated and cherished; and I look forward
to making more every day.

The staff at your Grand Lodge Office has been very busy this year.
Many new projects have been started and others concluded. They have all
stepped up to the plate to cover the two positions that are open at this
time. All of this without the need for overtime. We have great people
working for the Craft in Jacksonville for the Lodges and the members.
Next time you call or send an email how about letting them know they
are appreciated.

One project that has taken many hours is the Background Checks for
the Child ID workers. Some would think this is extreme and over
burdening to our staff and volunteers; however, such is not the case. I for
one support anything that will help ensure our children are protected
and safe. I am pleased that we have completed well over 500 Background
Checks to date. This would have us draw the conclusion that our Child ID
Program is well supported by our Brothers and Families across the
State. You can check out the list on the Grand Lodge Website at
www.glflamason.org click on the Child ID Logo in the lower left hand
corner of the page.

First and foremost I wish to extend, on behalf of the Grand Lodge

A Message From The Grand Treasurer

Brethren,
ummer is just about gone, fall is upon us and the holiday seasons
S are just around the corner. This means the Lodges who went dark
for the summer are back in business and the Brothers are busy in
the Lodges and again enjoying the fellowship with their Masonic
Brothers.

The time is also drawing near for the election and appointment of
the new Lodge Officers, which is always a very exciting time for the
Lodges. Ifyou are in line for an elected or appointed position, the Grand
Lodge has programs to assist you in preparing for this important trust.
One such program is the Masonic Leadership Training Course and I do
hope you have already taken advantage of this exciting training
experience. This is an excellent course and completing the entire course
of study will make your year so much easier and enjoyable. I have
recently finished the course myself and found it to be very informative
and the fellowship with the Brothers during the weeks it took to complete
the instruction was excellent. The course is designed to assist you in per-
forming the duties of the applicable office you are to hold, to plan out

We, as Masons, have the responsibility to carry this heritage for-
ward. We have the responsibility to leave this place a better place than we
found it. Yes, we have the responsibility, in all that we do, to place
Masonry first. In all our discussions, in our meetings, in our communi-
cations — Masonry should come first. When there’s dissension between
Brothers — Masonry should come first. When there’s dissension in the
Lodge Room — Masonry should come first. Let’s not take one side or the
other. Let’s not side with divisiveness where no one wins. When Masonry
is placed first, everyone wins.

As we come to the end of the year, it is a time to enjoy family and
friends and enjoy the rich holiday traditions that we all cherish. I want to
take this time to wish everyone a Most Happy and Glorious Holiday
Season and a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year.

I also want to thank you for the opportunity to serve you as your
Senior Grand Warden. If I can be of any service to you at any time, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
James W. Ford
Senior Grand Warden

problems we have. We have established a rapport with them that will be
most helpful in the future.

We continue to travel around the State visiting both District Meetings
and regular Lodge Communications. [ want to invite all Junior Wardens
of the Lodges in each District to come out and visit the District Meet-
ings. This will give me the opportunity to shake your hand and get to
know each of you.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
Steven P. Boring
Junior Grand Warden

We have now updated the Blue Lodge Financial Handbook follow-
ing many suggestions from several Brothers and [ wish to thank them for
their review. Does your Lodge have one? (GL222)

This year we have included a request card with the 2012 Digest
Inserts for those Brothers that would wish to continue receiving them in
the future. The printing, postage, and labor associated with the production
of these updates are very costly. That said, if you did not return the card
or contact us it is never too late to let us know you have a use for them.
This is just one way we can help reduce expenses.

We are always open to suggestions from the membership on how we
may be able to better support the Lodges, and you need not be a Lodge
Officer to make suggestions.

The Elected and Appointed Grand Lodge Officers together with the
State and Zone Chairmen, District Deputy Grand Masters and District
Instructors are dedicated and devoted men. I would like to thank them
for all they do for our Great Fraternity.

In closing, may God grant you and your family peace and health in
the coming New Year.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
M..W.. Richard E. Lynn, PG.M.,
Grand Secretary

your year, programs to consider and to ensure your Lodge is run properly.
It is also designed to spark much debate on the numerous subjects you
will cover. The entire class will become involved with the discussion of
many ideas and opinions and all will certainly benefit from the MLT
classes. If you have not attended the classes, there is still time and even
though you may not complete the course prior your installation into an
office, you will still benefit from the studies and will be able to finish
the course as the year progresses.

As always, [ would invite you to visit your Grand Lodge Building,
especially the museum and allow enough time to take a tour and see our
latest addition; a replica of King Solomon’s Temple.

I look forward to seeing you in the near future and may God bless
you, your family, your Lodge and certainly may God continue to bless
and guide our great Country.

Sincerely and Fraternally,
M..W .. Elmer Coffman, PG.M.
Grand Treasurer
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Phoenix Lodge No. 346 July 17th
Stated Communication

hoenix Lodge No. 346
Pis moving forward

with leaps and bounds.
On July 17th, Phoenix Lodge
No. 346 passed the ten (10)
Brothers pictured here to the
Degree of Fellow Craft. First
row (L to R) Josecelito
DaSilva 45, Travis Holsbeke
29, Raymond Niecestro 30,
Richard Kyllonen 51, Jason
Toale 41, Second Row (L to
R) Jeffery Toale 31, John
King 58, Nathan Kelty 44,
Matthew Lynch 31, and Scott Richards 55. Worshipful Dutch Neihart sat in the East.
The average age of the candidates is 41. Which is great considering the youngest is
29 years of age.

Englewood Lodge No. 360
Presents 40 Year Award

nglewood
ELodge No.
360 presented

W. Russell De Frahn
with his 40 year pin
on October 16, 2012
at Englewood Ma-
sonic Lodge.

LtoR: R..W.. Gene Jeffers, W. Russell DeFrahn, W..M.. Scott Budwitz.

Vero Beach Installs Corky’s
Corner Box At Masonic Home

he box is centered
on a table in our
main social room

under a beautiful color
photo of the Home with
framed list of regular needs
on either side of the Grand
Lodge Masonic Home of
Florida photo.

Worshipful ~ Master
Dean Pfoutz encouraged all
to regularly donate any-
thing we can afford. Items
such as tooth paste, deodor-
ant, personal needs, etc. are
always needed and wel-
come.

Vero Beach Masonic Lodge No. 250 F & A.M. Senior
Deacon, Clinton Parvis installs a “Corkey's Corner”
box to benefit the Brothers and Sisters at the Masonic
Home.

Brother Recognized For
Teaching Abilities

ongratulations to Brother William “Bill” Renfroe who was recognized for his teaching
abilities at Pensacola State College by ratemyprofessors.com

Brother Renfroe has been a member of Ferry Pass Masonic Lodge No. 348 for 18 years
serving as Senior Deacon, Senior Warden and as the Worshipful Master in 1997.

Pensacola News Journal, October 11,2012

TOP-RATED TEACHER

Low-tech prof, online hit

PSC’s Bill Renfroe is No. 2 on ratings site
By Erin Kourkounis, ekourkounis@pnj.com

Bill Renfroe Does Things Old School

ot an iPad, computer screen or PowerPoint presentation is used during his two-hour
NMonday—night anatomy and physiology lecture on the Pensacola State College Warring-

ton Campus. In a technology-laden world, Renfroe, 65, is all about the basics - he
follows an outline for his lessons and uses real-world examples that students can relate to.
“I have probably the lowest- tech class you will find,” he said. “We go through the book. We talk
about stories and examples. We have lots of fun.”

Perhaps that’s why he is rated No. 2 on the popular college student website, ratemyprofes-
sors. com, where students can rate their professors and post comments about them anonymously.
Renfroe currently has 89 ratings from students on the website. Students rated him 4.9 out of 5
points overall, 4.9 in helpfulness, 4.8 in clarity and 3.7 in easiness. “I’m tickled to death they did
that for me,” he said.

Renfroe, a Pensacola native, ran a chiropractic practice until 2000. He began teaching at
what was then called Pensacola Junior College in 2004 as an adjunct professor and went full
time in 2006. He is slated to retire after this semester.

Renfroe said while more students today are turning to online classes, there are still many
college students who prefer a brick-and-mortar classroom. “There’s a couple old guys around like
me who teach it the old way,” he said.

Renfroe teaches two classes this semester, Anatomy and Physiology 1 and 2. Many of his
students are in medical programs like nursing or physical therapy and take his classes as
prerequisites. On Monday, Renfroe taught a lesson on the immune system and what happens to
our bodies when we’re feeling under the weather. He kept the class in constant interaction, ask-
ing the students a lot of questions. When discussing what happens when someone has a fever, he
asked his students why it’s a good thing. “To kill off the infection by overheating it,” one student
said. “I like how you think,” Renfroe told her. “Your textbook does not say that, but you are right.
It raises our internal core temperature.” Renfroe’s students say he presents the subject matter in
an easy-to-understand format. Some even were prompted to take his class after seeing positive
comments about him on ratemyprofessors. “Hands down, he’s probably the best teacher I've had
since I’ve been here,” said nursing student Briannan Miller, 19.

Nursing student Diana Sanchez, 34, describes Renfroe as “dynamic.” “He uses good
examples,” she said.

Cody Harvison,19, who is studying to be a paramedic, said Renfroe has a good sense of
humor and students relate to him easily. “The coolest thing about Dr. Renfroe is he’s a teacher,
but you can talk to him about other things,” Harvison said. “He’s a (Green Bay) Packers fan.”

Nursing student Ashley Eagerton, 22, said Renfroe really prepares his students for a
medical career. “I drive all the way from the other side of town just because he’s here,” she said.

Cabul Lodge Takes First Place In
2nd Annual Golf Tournament

Cabul Lodge would like to thank all who came out to help support our

2nd Annual Golf Tournament on Saturday September 29.

. \ .'-;:.{-’  § E=2 . - .
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First Place Team winners Mr. Webb, Mr. Wipps, Mr. Wright & Mr. Wiezke and a
special thanks to Magnolia Point Golf & Country Club for hosting the event.

Lodge Cabin Raises $300 For MMRL

t the 2012 Grand Lodge Communication in
AOrlando, Florida, Pam Jones, one of the Grand

Lodge Staff, had a hand made Lodge Cabin for
the Grand Masters Charity for sale.

The cabin itself was donated by Brother John Moore
of Riverview Lodge No. 306 and turned into a Lodge
Room by Brother Edward Scadden of Orange Park
Lodge No. 267.

Current D.D.G.M. Cecil O. Akin purchased the
Lodge Cabin for a very good friend who built his home
around the same pretense as the Lodge Cabin. The Lodge
Cabin was so similar to his friend and Brother’s home
that R..W.. Cecil was happy to contribute almost
$300.00 for MMRL. On behalf of all involved and
especially for MMRL, we are very grateful for R.. W ..
Cecil’s most generous contribution. Thank you so much
and may your very good friend and Brother enjoy his
new Lodge Cabin.

H_ | !] . ;'
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Ferry Pass Lodge No. 348 Holds
Special Elections

the W..M.. for Ferry Pass Lodge No. 348 in Pensacola, Florida for the

remaining term of the 2012 Masonic Year. The election was a result of the
untimely passing of Wor. Charles Cobb who was critically injured in an automobile
crash earlier in the year. Wor. Hoffert was serving the Lodge as the Senior Warden
prior to the election. R..W.. Lloyd “Mac” Magruder (center left) was elected to
serve as the S..W.. for the rest of the year. Both were installed by District 2
D.D.G.M., R-.W.. Jimmy Lindt (pictured on the right). Assisting him was
PD.D.G.M, R..W ... Bruce Fortner (pictured on the left) who served as the Marshal.

On October 1, 2012 Wor. Keith Hoffert (center right) was elected to serve as

New Port Richey Celebrates Large
Attendance For Ceremony

four (4) newly Entered Apprentice Masons (Jon McCarty, Roderick McCarty, Anthony

Robinson, and Anthony Starquadine). Bro. Jesse James Coker received his Silver
Proficiency Card and Bro. Henry Eichner received his Gold Proficiency Card. What a night for
Freemasonry!

There were over 30 in attendance at New Port Richey to enjoy an Outstanding EA Degree of

Pine Hill Lodge No. 9 of Brooker,
Florida, Holds An “Outdoor”
Master Mason Degree

By Ted Barber
n Saturday, September 8, 2012, Pine Hill Lodge No. 9, Free and Accepted
O Masons of Brooker, Florida, held the Lodge’s first “Outdoor” Master Mason
Degree in recorded memory.

Brother Gene Bertine allowed the Degree to be performed on his farm to Raise
Brother Travis Dampier to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason.

This land where the “Outdoor” Degree was performed was formally Worship-
ful Howard Douglas’ (Pine Hill Lodge’s oldest living Past Master of the Lodge) land
which he had sold on a “handshake” to Gene Bertine and his wife Jessica.

Brother Bertine and Ken Morgan, his close friend and hunting buddy, fired up
Gene’s BBQ cooker the night before the Degree and started preparing several Boston
butts. The morning of the Degree chickens were BBQ’d. This fine aroma of meat
cooking along with specially prepared baked beans greeted the members of the
“Friendly” 10th Masonic District as they arrived for the 9:00 AM “Outdoor”
Master Mason Degree. Coffee was available for the early arrivals and Brother Gene
transported the Freemasons on his flatbed trailer pulled by his 1949 WWII Jeep to
the Degree Site next to a spring-fed pond.

The good Lord held off the rain and allowed the Degree to proceed in the
beautiful sunshine without any interruptions.

Worshipful Darrell Davis, an Honorary Member of Pine Hill Lodge No. 9,
performed the duties of the Worshipful Master for the Degree. Worshipful Mike
Nolan, another Honorary Member of Pine Hill Lodge presented the Master Mason’s
Lecture, and Worshipful John Paul Mann, also and Honorary Member presented the
Master Mason Charge. The Degree will be remembered most of all by Brother Travis
Dampier who was the Honored Brother to be Raised by me, Ted Barber, as the newest
Master Mason in Pine Hill Lodge and the “Friendly”” 10th District.

Masters and Wardens 11th Annual
Golf Tournament

teed up for a round of golf. This was the 11th Annual Golf Tournament to benefit our
beloved Masonic Home.

Over 25 hole sponsors, 30 golfers and many volunteers, in all 50 were in attendance. After the
round, everyone enjoyed more Fellowship which included a pig roast, coleslaw, and baked beans
prepared by W.. Bro. Tom Willmot and Bro. “Uncle” John Willmot. There were prizes for
closest to the pin, longest drive and a putting contest.

By the way, the best score for the day on this par 63 course was 11 under; which was
determined by 4th handicap hole. However, our Masonic Home Residents were declared the true
champions!

On a clear and sunny day on the 15th day of September, at 7:30 a.m. Friends and Brothers

East Hill Lodge No. 310 Presents 65
Year Service Certificate

t the Stated Communi-
Acation of East Hill
| | Lodge No. 310 held at

the Lodge on Blount Street in
Pensacola on August 14th.
2012, a 65 Year Service Certifi-
cate and Pin was presented to
Brother Carmon E. Grace, one
of the Lodge’s Oldest Brothers.
The Certificate was presented to
Brother Grace by the Worship-
ful Master Douglas Cain during
the course of the Stated Com-
munication after Solemn Prayer
and a reading of his Masonic
Record.

View us on your
Smart Phone...

To submit an article for the next issue of The Jflorida Mason, please contact Larry Scott at Grand Lodge, 904-354-2339,
or via email: larry.scott@glflamason.org ¢ The deadline for the Spring Issue is March 31, 2013.
E-News submissions should be sent to Larry Duff - 352-874-2164 « ldduffl@centurylink.net
E-News Submission Date: February 18, 2013 ¢ Distribution Date: March 4, 2013.
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Masons RV Tours Travel To Canada
And Northern America

Respectfully Submitted By David Rasmus Zone 6 Chairman -
Masonic Child ID
n Saturday, August 11, 2012, Parenting Magazine held
Otheir Back to School Fair at the Glazer Children’s
Museum in Tampa. They asked the Grand of Florida,
the Masonic Child ID Program, to participate in this event.
There were eight (8) Masons along with three (3) Non-Masons
helping with this program from the Tampa Bay Area and
Marion County. At this event there were 195 children Id'd.
Florida Masonic Child ID Program is one of many programs the Masonic Fraternity
supports. Everyday 2,000 plus children go missing. This Masonic Child ID Program is
provided at events like this all over the State of Florida, and all parents should lend their
support to it.

Masons and their families have traveled to Alaska, the Maritime Provinces of
Canada or on a US tour. 18 have been on two tours. Five couples have been on
three tours and some have taken the same tour twice.

We visit Masonic Lodges and OES Chapters along the way. On our 2011 Alaska tour
Peace Lodge No. 126 had an elk roast dinner for us in Dawson Creek, BC. Hibernia Lodge
No. 3 welcomed us with a pot luck dinner at our campground at Saint John, NB in 2012.
The Grand Master of Nova Scotia presented us with Masonic “Bluenose” pins on the 2009
Maritime tour.

This year the Grand Master of Prince Edward Island put on the Spud Island Degree for
us (six former Grand Masters were in attendance). We dined in Louisbourg, NS as guests
of Tyrian Youth Lodge No. 4 on Cape Breton. After dinner we went to a private home for
more fun and stories. Our tours cost 1/3 to 1/2 of what “Tracks” or “Adventure Caravans”
charge for the same tour. We’re in this for fun and fellowship not profit.

For anyone who can afford to spend 45-60 days away from home in their rig, this is a
great value. RV parks, several meals and ferry tolls and are included in tour price. The
Alaska 2013 tour is 36 days and is loaded with fun, adventure and value. Ask anyone who
has been on a tour.

Masonic RV Tours just completed the 2012 Nova Scotia tour. So far more than 79

Alpha Lodge Presents Forty and Fifty
Year Service Awards

Year Service Award to W .. William E. McSwain and a Forty Year Service Award
to R..W.. Mel Odom.

Both men have had distinguished Masonic Careers. W.. Bro McSwain is a Past
Master of Alpha Lodge and served over 35 years as Alpha’s Treasurer. R..W.. Brother
Odom is also a Past Master of Alpha Lodge and was District Deputy Grand Master in 2007.

The awards were presented by R..H.. RblasomVUUSbcY XVEUEaRMyNYt,VSUcc'ZEUE*dMPN‘sdMaNet, MsNt, MtNVbcc,VS*‘aa*EUEsiMMNeMaN+t, MdNtSWZVVZEUE*tNVE-

S t its Family Night Dinner on July 31, 2012, Alpha Lodge No. 172 awarded a Fifty




100th Birthday Party for W.-. Robert Thomas

0] By W.. David Rosenthal
S eptember 15th was a beautiful day. Brothers from Umatilla and

from many Lodges in the 18th Masonic District came to honor

W .. Robert Thomas, the oldest living Past Master in Umatilla
and in the 18th District for the celebration of his becoming a
Centenarian.

W .. Thomas was Worshipful Master of Umatilla Lodge No. 65 in
1965. He has been a Master Mason for 68 years.

W ... Thomas was joined by his loving wife, Mary, who is 98 years
old. The two of them are very active seniors and can be found
working out daily. Also in attendance were over a dozen of his family
members to celebrate this special day.

W.. Thomas was given several special proclamations. Acting

Mayor of Umatilla, Peter E. Tarby, delivered one personally. W.-. Ed
Lisle presented a proclamation from Florida Senator Alan Hays, and
I had the pleasure
of presenting W..
Thomas a Proclama-
tion from our Gover-
nor, Rick Scott and a
birthday card signed
by all of our elected
Grand Lodge Offi-
cers.
Fun and Fellowship
was had by all in
attendance followed
by, of course, Birth-
day Cake.

First Responders and
Educators Honored

he Members of Concord Lodge No. 50 in Crestview honored first
Tresponders and educators for their service to the Crestview

Community at their Family Night on Monday, October 29th. Each
individual was nominated by their Supervisor as performing in such a
manner as to set them apart from their peers.

The Honorees are, from L to R: Rhonda Day, Crestview High School;
Cindy King, Shoal River Middle School; Laura Pink, Antioch
Elementary School; Detective Sergeant Don Howe who received the
award for Investigator David Henry, Crestview Police Department;
Deputy Heath Hehl II, Okaloosa County Sheriff Department;
Mathew Constable, Okaloosa County Emergency Medical Service;
Battalion Chief Tony Holland, Crestview Fire Department.

Harbor City Lodge No. 318 Takes First
Stanley Cup

Association has made its inaugural presentation of the

“Stanley Cup” to the Brothers of Harbor City Lodge
No. 318 for their outstanding support of the Annual Masters
& Wardens Golf Tournament. The “Stanley Cup” is a silver
loving cup that was presented to the 26th District Masters
and Wardens Association by Brother Stanley Bell, a very
devoted and hard working Brother of Harbor City Lodge
No. 318. After being mounted and inscribed it was selected
to be presented to the Lodge in the District which provided
the greatest number of Hole Sponsors to the Annual Golf
Tournament.

All the Lodges in the 26th District are a close knit “Band
of Brothers” but with the pride and honor of their Lodge at
stake, a little good nature rivalry was sure to ensue. The
gauntlet has been thrown down by the Brothers of Harbor
City Lodge to all the other Lodges in the Thundering 26th
and a very hard fought competition is assured for many years
to come.

The true winner is the Masters & Wardens Association
which collected almost $3,000 from the Annual Golf
Tournament. We all look forward to next year’s tournament
and to the 2nd Presentation of the Stanley Cup.

The Thundering 26th District Masters and Wardens

L to R: W.. Richard Seteroff, Bro. Stanley
Bell, R...W... John Paniccia.

10th District Child ID Team Protect
Our Children

he 10th District Child
TID Team joined with

the Bradford County
Public Library to protect our
children. During the 3 hour
event July 17, 2012, 75
children had ID DVDs made.

L to R: Gerald Couts Lake Butler Lodge, Brian Sutton Bradford Lodge,
Misty Debose and Kimberly Wheeler BC Library Staff, Roy Weiland
Lawtey Lodge, Bobby Rehberg Lawtey Lodge, John Paul Mann Sanderson
Lodge and Leaman Alvarez Lake Butler Lodge

“Be A Leader;
Make It Happen.”
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Past Masters, Widows and
Americanism Honored

%

Bob Shellenber, Ret.
Colonel USAF facilitating
the program.

Pictured are Colonel Bob Shellenber,
Ret. USAF, Spec 4 Paul Mast, Ret. US
Army, Captain Corbin Elliott, Ret. US
Army, and Petty OFC Ist class Tom
Sorensen Ret. Navy, Past Masters John
Rosado, John Mann, Gary Wellhausen,
Larry Scott, Stan Harvey, Bobby Re-
hberg, Jim Modica, Don DeWitt, and
Roy Weiland.

awtey Lodge No. 189 Free & Accepted Masons honored the Past

I Masters, Widows, and Americanism on Thursday, November 1,

2012 in Lawtey, Florida. Masons have always been Patriotic and as

such have an annual Americanism day or night honoring our Country.

Worshipful Master Tom Sorensen of Lawtey Lodge combined the three

important activities and requested the National Sojourners, Inc. to come
to Lawtey and perform “Build a Flag” program.

The National Sojourners, Inc. Heroes of ‘76 are active or retired
Military officers who are Master Masons. They are reminiscent of the old
military or traveling Masonic Lodge that were active during the Revolu-
tionary and Civil War periods. National Sojourners strive to promote
Patriotism and Americanism throughout the Nation, support the Military
need of National defense and oppose calculated efforts to weaken the
National security. Their uniform or costume are examples of the uniform
worn during the Revolutionary War when our first President, George
Washington, also a Master Mason, led us into war.

The night was started with a prayer, dinner with visitors, widows, Past
Masters, children, and fellow Brother Masons. The program “Build a
Flag” was presented by Colonel Bob Shellenber, Ret. USAF, Spec 4 Paul
Mast, Ret. US Army, Captain Corbin Elliott, Ret. US Army, and Petty OFC
1st class Tom Sorensen Ret. Navy. Tom is also the current Worshipful
Master at Lawtey Lodge. The program was very moving and educational
for all who attended. The Widows as well as the Past Masters were
recognized. The night started with a prayer and ended with a prayer.
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M-asonic .Home

OF FLORIDA

very year the Grand Master’s Lady chooses a project for the
EMasonic Home. Even though his Lady picks what the project

will be, it is the combined effort of many that makes our
project a success.

We want to take on a project that will truly meet the needs of
the Residents. This year we will be redoing the entrance to the Home
by removing the existing non-operating fountain, enclosing walls,
and retiling the floor creating a larger and more open sitting area for
the Residents and adding a self-contained waterfall over a granite
slab honoring all of those who have worked and contributed to a

FIRST LADY BONNIE ALADS
PORCH PROJECT

1

“Tradition of Caring for the Brethren’
tomorrow.

Our Masonic Home is one of the finest retirement communities
in the entire State. The appearance of the building and the grounds
are a testimony to the dedication of the Masons of this State. They
work hard to see that our Brothers and Sisters can live in comfort.
Our Residents will tell you that this is their home and they are proud
of it.

Thank you,
Bonnie Aladro

yesterday, today, and
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Masonic Home

OF FLORIDA

A TRADITION OF CARING

Grand Lodge of Florida
220 North Ocean Street
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
P.0. Box 1020 « 32201
Tel: 800.375.2339
www.glflamason.org

Grand Lodge Officers
2012 - 2013

GRAND MASTER
M.. W..Jorge L. Aladro
(Palm Bay)

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER
R.. W.. Danny R. Griffith
(Orange Park)

SENIOR GRAND WARDEN
R.. W... James W. Ford
(Valrico)

JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN
R.. W... Steven P. Boring
(DeLand)

GRAND TREASURER

M.. W... Elmer G. Coffman, P.G.M.

(Orange Park)

GRAND SECRETARY
M.. W... Richard E. Lynn, P.G.M.
(Jacksonville)

All submissions for future
issues of The Masonic Lifestyles
should be sent to
Lisa Tsotsos, Toll Free at
866-868-6749 or E-Mail:

masonichm@aol.com
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From Our Administrator
Greetings To All,

very December, [ start out by express-
Eing how fast the year has gone by and

how fortunate we are at the Masonic
Home of Florida. This year is no different.
The year end provides an opportunity to
reflect on all the challenges and accomplish-
ments. It's a time to answer the question of
whether or not we have succeeded in fulfilling your mission; to
provide quality care and services to worthy Masons, and their wives,
widows, and mothers. After almost 100 years, you are continuing to
do just that!

The Masonic Home is a wonderful balance of respecting tradition
and looking towards the future. In 2012, there has been the
continuation of “tried and true” programs for the Residents as well as
the addition of newer programs to keep things progressive and
interesting. Lodges and Districts work throughout the year to show
their support of the Home and Residents and this is exhibited in
pictures and articles displayed in this issue of the Masonic Lifestyles.
We appreciate all the efforts of thousands of dedicated members and
their family members across the State.

In early 2013, we will begin work on First Lady Bonnie Aladro's
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Masonic Home Project. This project will