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MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
THE MASONIC HOME OF FLORIDA 

August 20, 2022 
 
The Members of the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Home of Florida met in regular session on Saturday, 
August 20, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. via video conference on Microsoft Teams with the following members 
present: 
 
PRESENT: 
R∴W∴ Chester A. King, Chairman  
R∴W∴ Michael S. Griffin, Vice Chairman and Secretary 
R∴W∴ Michael S. Binder 
R∴W∴ R. Patrick Jacob 
R∴W∴ Julian M. Mackenzie  
Brother Michael R. Pender, Jr. 
R∴W∴ R. James Rocha 
R∴W∴ Kevin D. Smithwick 
R∴W∴ Lawrence A. Williamson 
 
ABSENT: R∴W∴ Glen L. Garner (Excused) 
 
ALSO PRESENT: M∴W∴ Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master; R∴W∴ Glen B. Bishop, Deputy Grand 
Master; R∴W∴ Donald W. Cowart, Senior Grand Warden; R∴W∴ Taleb T. Atala, Junior Grand Warden; 
R∴W∴ Rudin J. Boatright, Grand Treasurer; M∴W∴ Richard E. Lynn, P.G.M., Grand Secretary; 
M∴W∴ Jeffrey S. Foster, P.G.M.; R∴W∴ Anthony A. De Angelo, W∴ Grand Marshal; R∴W∴ Jack 
W. Hampton, Jr., W∴ Grand Historian; R∴W∴ Stephen R. Gladstone, General Counsel; R∴W∴ John A. 
Kraniou, D.D.G.M. Dist. 6; R∴W∴Mark D. Stewart, D.D.G.M. Dist. 24; R∴W∴ Jorge L. Filgueira, 
D.D.G.M. Dist. 27; R∴W∴ Haskell R. Vest, Jr., P.D.D.G.M.; R∴W∴ Gary J. Gamache, Sr., P.D.D.G.M.; 
R∴W∴ Rick Wendling, P.D.D.G.M.; R∴W∴ Joseph M. Fleites, P.D.D.G.M.; R∴W∴ J. Paul Stellrecht, 
P.D.D.G.M.; R∴W∴ William B. Dishman, P.D.D.G.M.; and Ms. Renee Verrier, Administrator of the 
Masonic Home of Florida. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: R∴W∴ Chester A. King, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. The 
Chairman welcomed all assembled and asked them to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
of the United States of America. R∴W∴ Chester A. King, Chairman, then gave the Invocation. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES: R∴W∴ Chester A. King, Chairman, introduced the 
members of the Board of Trustees in attendance as listed above. 
 
R∴W∴ Michael S. Griffin made a motion that the Minutes from the last regular Board of Trustees Meeting 
held on Saturday, July 16, 2022, be approved as printed and distributed. Second was made by R∴W∴ 
Julian M. Mackenzie and the motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S BOARD REPORT: Renee Verrier reported that at our last regular Board Meeting 
we had 68 Residents in the Home. During the month of July, we had four admissions, three deaths, and no 
discharges bringing the total to 69. Of those, 27 are men and 42 are women. 
 
ADMITTED: ADMIT DATE: 
John Renard, Private Pay (Madison Lodge No. 6) 7/06/2022 
Vincent Martinez, Private Pay (Non-Masonic) 7/14/2022 
Nancy Thomas, Private Pay (Non-Masonic) 7/15/2022 
Marjorie Roy, Private Pay (Palma Ceia Lodge No. 290) 7/16/2022 
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DECEASED: DECEASED DATE: 
Francis Polson, Private Pay (Ferndale Lodge No. 506, MI) 7/11/2022 
Admitted: February 5, 2016 
Mary Virginia Douglas, sponsored by Moore Haven Lodge No. 61 7/18/2022 
Admitted: December 13, 2017 
Alice Gates, sponsored by Community Lodge No. 292 7/27/2022 
Admitted: December 1, 2006 
 
With four admissions and three losses by death, the month of July ended with 29 Assisted Living and 40 
Nursing Center for a total of 69 residents. 
 
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT FAILED EQUIPMENT REPORT:  See #12 on Long Range 
Planning Committee Report. 
 
DIETARY DEPARTMENT REPORT: The total number of resident meals served for the month of July 
was 8,000; 6,300 were served to residents and 1,700 meals were served to the employees. The Masonic 
Home collected $0.00 toward meal cost. The raw food cost per meal was $5.51. 
 
SECURITY DEPARTMENT REPORT: There were no reportable incidents for the month of July. There 
were two resident ID badges and six new employee ID badges issued. 
 
HOUSEKEEPING/LAUNDRY DEPARTMENT REPORT: No data will be available for this period 
due to facility restriction of vendors and visitors.  
 
A motion was made by R∴W∴ Kevin D. Smithwick and seconded by R∴W∴ Lawrence A. Williamson 
that the Administrator’s Report be accepted as written. Motion carried. 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT: The meeting of the Long Range Planning 
Committee was held by various phone conversations with Director Robertson, committee members, and 
emails. Listed below is a summary of what was discussed: 
 
1. Discussion of potential Architects and Engineers was held and reviewed in our prior meetings for the 

ALF Renovation. We chose to meet with Baker Barrios Architects at our Workshop on July 9, 2022 
and PURE Project Management will follow up with the scope and pricing proposals for architectural 
and engineering work for the future 2nd and 3rd Floor Renovation Project. Scope was defined and 
clarification was given to Baker Barrios Architect to proceed with revised pricing. We received the 
final proposal from Baker Barrios Architects dated July 15th on July 28, 2022, with several back-and-
forth discussions for initial conceptual design of $30,000 and full design architectural services at 
$560,000. The Board will review and follow up at the next meeting. 

2. Director Robertson and Chairman Williamson met with Harper Mechanical in July to discuss the chiller 
and cooling tower project since no other contractors have come forward to present bids, proposals, or 
follow-ups after repeated attempts to get contractors out. Harper will evaluate and provide design build 
engineering and drawings for a complete replacement of one chiller and cooling tower project by our 
August meeting. Our repair expenses over the last 6 months for the chiller system has only been 
$26,493.03. A proposal for complete renovation services of one chiller, cooling tower, removal and 
replacement of piping, insulation, electrical, removal and replacement of awning roof, painting, roof 
work, control work, and other structural components was presented totaling $1,329,532. The Long 
Range Planning Committee has reviewed the scope and has approved it to move forward with 
procurement of equipment as the lead times are 20-24 weeks, while the details and components of the 
project will be further reviewed to determine if any portions can be tweaked or eliminated. A formal 
contract when received will be submitted for legal review and signature. 

3. Administrator Renee Verrier is proceeding with the TELS program as approved previously, which is a 
computer web-based software program to assist on scheduling, reports, and asset management. They 
are currently uploading data and information so it will conform to their operating use. Training of all 
personnel will start once everything is uploaded. 
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4. The apartment building suffered a roof drain failure, as a result, two units (206 & 106) have water 
damage. One unit was occupied and one unit was empty. Dry out services arrived right away and 
minimized the loss. The roof drain was temporarily repaired while the new drains were ordered. The 
apartment managers are getting a contractor to bid on the repair. On August 10, 2022, the insurance 
adjuster from Mills Mehr & Associates inspected the units and is communicating with the managers. 

5. In August the apartments had two fire alarm/sprinkler inspections and passed both. We will be replacing 
exterior exit signs and adding fire department signage per recommendations by the Fire Marshal. 

6. The annual survey by AHCA on the ALF revealed no deficiencies. 
7. The air compressor pump for the pneumatic system for the mechanical equipment in the main 

mechanical room was repaired. 
8. We are waiting on the shipment of a new Greenheck fan to replace the damaged fan installed by Harper 

Mechanical. 
9. The courtyard part of the First Lady’s Project is complete. The bathrooms are nearing completion after 

many setbacks. Tile, countertops, partitions, toilets/urinals are in. Some plumbing, electrical, and 
painting are left to complete. 

10. After receiving a bad fuel sample test from our diesel fuel storage tank, we sent out two more samples 
to a different lab and both samples came back with satisfactory results. I can assume that the first test 
result was incorrect. 

11. Director Robertson has confirmed they are ready for emergency preparedness for hurricane season and 
have provided a summary to the Board for review. 

12. Failed Equipment Report is as follows for the month: 
a. Replaced bad thermistor and door switch on Cissell dryer #1 in laundry. 
b. After exercising on Monday morning, the life safety generator would not shut off after the ATS 

switch returned to normal power. TAW was called for the repair. A bad run circuit board was 
replaced. The part was overnighted for repair the next day. 

c. Replaced fan motor on fan coil unit in Room 232 R/C 2. 
d. Replaced leaking hydraulic pump on Nissan forklift. Repair was made by Ring Power. 
e. Replaced safety rod and switch on Blixer mixer in kitchen. 
f. The main air compressor was not producing air. A new compressor pump has been ordered and we 

are using a back-up compressor temporarily. 
g. The Ford wheelchair van was leaking power steering fluid from rack and pinion steering. Replaced 

entire rack and control arms per recommendations of the mechanic. 
 
A motion was made by R∴W∴ Lawrence A. Williamson to proceed with the Chiller Plant Renovation 
Project as presented and proposed by Harper Limbach, Inc. (full proposal previously sent to the Board of 
Trustees Members). The total cost is $1,329,532 and to take the usual review/approval course of review by 
General Counsel and Corporate Board approval. Second was made by Michael S. Binder and the motion 
carried. 
 
R∴W∴ Lawrence A. Williamson presented the Long Range Planning Committee Report and moved for 
its adoption. Second was made by R∴W∴ Michael S. Binder and the motion carried. 
 
LEGAL ADVISOR’S REPORT: The total funds received during the month of July from Estates and 
Wills was $59,920.38, which brings the year to date total of funds received for the Masonic Home 
Endowment Fund, Inc., on behalf of Estates and Wills to $897,955.40. During the month of July, there were 
no undesignated funds received for Estates and Wills and deposited into the Masonic Home Building Fund.  
 
R∴W∴ Julian M. Mackenzie made a motion to accept the Legal Advisor’s Report as presented by R∴W∴ 
Stephen R. Gladstone. R∴W∴ Michael S. Griffin seconded the motion which carried. 
 
ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT:  
1. The Admissions Committee received no applications for review in the month of August. 
2. One application is on hold for insurance information. 
3. One application for Non-Resident Relief was denied and subject to re-evaluation if circumstances 

change. 
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R∴W∴ Kevin D. Smithwick presented the Admissions Committee Report and moved for its adoption. 
R∴W∴ Julian M. Mackenzie seconded the motion which carried. 
 
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT:  
1. Visitors/community members continue to be screened upon entry as part of the COVID-19 protocols. 
2. Marketing: 

a. Tours of the Home are taking place with minimal restrictions. 
b. BrandMETTLE marketing is only in place for upkeep of the website. 

3. Labor Management: 
a. There has been a 60% reduction in open positions for the past 3 months. Nursing overtime is 

9% down from 13.6% in May. Agency expense was reduced by $30k from April to July. 
4. Other: 

a. ALF Renovation – PURE Project Management and the design architect toured the Home in 
July to review the scope of the ALF Renovation Project. 

5. July: total of 69 residents; of which 27 are Private Pay with 11 non-masonic; with 40 SNF and 29 ALF 
from the census breakdown report. 

 
A motion was made by R∴W∴ Michael S. Griffin to accept the Baker Barrios Architects proposal for 
conceptual drawings for the Assisted Living Facilities Renovation Project and corresponding $30,000 fee. 
Second was made by R∴W∴ Lawrence A. Williamson and the motion carried. 
 
R∴W∴ Julian M. Mackenzie presented the Operations Committee Report and moved for its adoption. 
Brother Michael R. Pender, Jr., seconded the motion which carried. 
 
BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT: We report that we are currently .4% favorable to the budget 
($37.3k) after two months of the fiscal year before any contingency is used, after amortizing for the 
insurance premiums already paid, and adjusting for timing of maintenance.  
  
R∴W∴ R. James Rocha presented the Budget Committee Report and moved for its adoption. Second was 
made by R∴W∴ Kevin D. Smithwick, and the motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: R∴W∴ Chester A. King, Chairman, announced the appointment by the Grand 
Master of R∴W∴ R. Patrick Jacob as a new Masonic Home Board of Trustees Member. R∴W∴ Jacob is 
a physician and also a professor of neurosurgery at the University of Florida. Welcome Dr. Jacob! 
 
R∴W∴ Chester A. King, Chairman, gave the Benediction and the meeting was adjourned at 9:47 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
R∴W∴ Chester A. King    R∴W∴ Michael S. Griffin 
Chairman      Secretary to the Board of Trustees 
 



Articles Due by: 

Volume 2
of the 

November 14th, 2022

e-mail articles and pictures to
publications@grandlodgefl.com 

FLORIDA 
MASON

MAGAZINE
Now Accepting Articles!

Approved for Distribution by M.W. Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master, September 12, 2022



The Florida Mason  Above & Beyond Magazine 
Winner of the “2022 Masonic Renewal Committee of North America Best Newsletter/Newspaper Award” 

Advertisement Form Complete form and email with advertising to: masonicpublications@grandlodgefl.com

Name ______________________________________________________       Florida Mason? Member Number ________________________

Company Name ____________________________________________       Web Page ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________       Commercial Advertisement?    Yes _________  No __________

____________________________________________________________       Lodge Name / No. ______________________________________

City______________________________________________State _____       Email____________________________@ ________________________

Phone Number______________________________________________       Allied Body Name ______________________________________

COST: 
• Commercial: Full page $ 900.00 • Half page $500.00
• Masonic Lodge or Allied Body: Half page $300.00

ARTWORK SPECIFICATIONS:
• PDF or Tiff files (300 dpi) Ads ONLY received via email. 
• CMYK or B&W, High Resolution, (PDFs @300 dpi Printer Quality)

(to actual size) embed all artwork and fonts.

• DO NOT USE REGISTRATION BLACK, 
Max density for black is 50c 40m 40y 100k no exceptions!

• All media subject to the approval of The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
F. & A.M. of Florida and MUST be emailed to: 
masonicpublications@grandlodgefl.com

SIZES: 
Half page: 7.5”(w) x 4.9”(h) 
Full page: 7.5”(w) X 10”(h) (live area) 
Full page w/ bleed: 8.75”(w) X 11.25”(h) 

All article submissions for future print or online issues of The Florida Mason’s   Above & Beyond,
or Facebook submissions should be emailed to: R∴W∴ Will Dishman at: 

publications@grandlodgefl.com • 407-446-2214

The Grand Lodge of Florida is Offering Advertising Opportunities 
for Upcoming Issues of 

The Florida Mason  Above & Beyond Magazine

220 North Ocean St. • Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
P.O. Box 1020 • 32201 
Tel: 904.354.2339 • www.grandlodgefl.com

Don t Miss Out,
Limited Space Available...

Graphic design service for your advertisement is available for a nominal fee.  
For a quote, please contact Sharon Bendix: ebou@bellsouth.net • 904.829.9226 

“Your advertisement is a reflection of your business, so let’s make it shine”

Approved for Distribution by M.W. Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master, on September 12, 2022



 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022 
FORT CLINCH OUTDOOR 
MASTER MASON DEGREE 

  

Brothers of Amelia Lodge have been conferring the Master Mason Degree for 
over 3 decades inside the fort that is located on the north end of Amelia Island. 
Confederate forces seized the fort in early 1861 and Master Masons from both 
sides met and held meetings inside the fort according to fort records. Travel 
back in time to a lantern lit Fort Clinch as the Degree Team confers the Master 
Mason Degree in Civil War attire, and please feel free to wear yours. 

Supper will be served at Amelia Lodge from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. Supper 
Reservations requested at ameliafreemason@gmail.com 

After dinner, meet at the fort inside of historic Fort Clinch State Park! Park 
admittance and parking is free to Brothers attending the Degree.  

Your current dues card is required. Bring bug spray, folding chair, and a light 
jacket. 

Other activities available include Amelia River Cruises, Golf, 14-Miles of 
Atlantic Coast Beach, Historic Downtown Fernandina Beach. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    
 
Approved for Distribution by M∴W∴ Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master, on September 20, 2022 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

TOURS AND EVENTS 
THROUGHOUT THE 

WEEKEND 

 
 

SUPPER AT THE 
LODGE FROM  3 – 5 

PM 

 
 

GAVEL RAPS AT 

6 PM! 

 

MEMORABILIA ON 
SALE 

 

AMELIA LODGE NO. 47 
1101 South 14th Street 
Fernandina Beach, FL 

www.amelialodge47.org 

 

 

 





ANNUAL CABUL CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 

Saturday, October 22 • 9 AM – 3 PM 
CABUL LODGE NO. 116 & BUNNELL LODGE NO. 200 

Cabul Lodge • 4261 Hwy 17 S • Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

Cornhole – Singles & Doubles 
ACO Cornhole Rules 
Double Elimination 

Entry Fees 
$25 – Singles Tournament 

$50 – Doubles Tournament 

Payouts for Top 2 of Each Tournament 
Payout is Half of Entry Fees with 70%-30% Split for Top 2 

Lunch Available 

Mason Famous – Worley’s Wieners 

Combo (Wiener, Chips & Drink) .................................................... $7 
2 Wiener Combo ......................................................................... $10 
Wiener a la Carte .......................................................................... $5 
Drink ............................................................................................ 75¢ 

For More Information joincabul116@gmail.com Greg Jasmin – (904) 449-3904 

Andy Cooper – (904) 716-5207 Earl Higginbotham – (904) 945-6271 
Official Rules & Regulations: By participating in this fundraising event, the participant acknowledges he or she is aware of and agrees to the Official Rules & Regulations of this fundraising event. Cabul 
Lodge No. 116 F.&A.M., fundraising pursuant to Florida Statutes to raise proceeds to benefit MH-100 and General Funds (10% and 90%, respectively). The prizes will be awarded at the end of the 
tournament event on 10/22/2022, at Cabul Lodge No. No. 116. The round winner shall be entitled to receive the amount earned (a 70-30% split of ½ the entry fees for the Top 2 persons/teams), 
upon compliance with these official rules. All Federal and State laws apply. Failure to comply will result in forfeit of prize. Prize is non-transferable. No substitutions for prize will be made. The winner 
is responsible for all applicable federal, state, local taxes, and fees. Winners must be 21 years of age or older. Prizes won through misrepresentation of age or identity shall be void. Entry fees are not 
deductible as a charitable contribution. Cabul Lodge No. 116 F.&A.M. reserves the right to limit the number of times a person can participate. Cabul Lodge No. 116 F.&A.M. is not responsible or liable 
for any actions or for any events that occur during or because of winner acceptance and use of prize. For additional information, please contact Cabul Lodge No. 116 F.& A.M., Phone: Contact (904) 
449-3904.

FLORIDA REGISTRATION NUMBER: CH56175 - A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE 
STATE 800-HELP-FLA (435-7352). REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Approved for Distribution by M∴W∴ Robert Lambert, Grand Master, on August 29, 2022.

mailto:joincabul116@gmail.com
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 KILT NIGHT

LANDMARK LODGE NO . 383
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Approved for Distribution by M.W. Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master, on September 8, 2022



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved for Distribution by M∴W∴ Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master, on September 12, 2022 
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PUh(flA�E TIC�ET� OnLlnE: 

Donations are not deductible as  a charitable contribution. Master Mason Association of Hillsborough County, Inc. is not responsible or liable foractions during the event. 

Master Mason Association of Hillsborough County, Inc. - Florida Registration: CH69805. For additional information contact: Charles Dyer at 813-538-4937. 

A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the division of consumer services by calling toll free (800) 435-7352 

within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation b y  the state. 
Approved for Distribution by M.W. Robert J. Lambert, Grand Master, October 3, 2022
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